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nexion with the custom of electing four knights in the county
court to nominate the recognitors and grand jury ;   and the
I4th Clause of the Charter, directing the summons of the minor
barons by the sheriff, must be interpreted or illustrated by this
writ.   The next case in which it is clear that representatives
of the shire were called to parliament is that of 1254, when two
knights represent each county.   In 1261 the barons, and after
them Henry III in opposition, summoned three knights from
each shire.   In 1264 Simon de Montfort summoned four ;  to
the famous assembly of 1265 he summoned two.   In the great
assembly which swore allegiance to Edward I in 1273 four
knights represented each shire ;  four came to the first parlia-
ment of 1275, and two to the second of that year.   The mention
of the commonalty in the early writs and statutes of Edward I
seems to show that the practice was  pursued with some
approach to continuity, and certainly in some cases, as in the
councils of 1283 and in the parliament of Shrewsbury, it was
fully carried out.     But  the  character  of these  assemblies
is a matter of debate, and it cannot certainly be said that the
knights of the shire were regarded as a necessary ingredient of
parliament until 1294.   Their regular and continuous summons
dates from 1295.

(&) The boroughs of England, like the counties, stood in a
double relation to the king. In very many cases they were in
his demesne, and had received their privileges as a gift or pur-
chase from him ; and in all cases they were a very important
element in taxation. Either, then, on the feudal principle as
demesne lands, or on the political ground as an influential part
of the nation, they stood on a basis, not indeed so old as that
of the county organization, but in all other respects scarcely
less important. Their history tells its own tale : beginning as
demesne of a king or of a bishop, abbot or secular lord, they
had by the time of the Conquest obtained recognition, as indi-
vidualities apart from the body of the counties to which locally
they belonged. Some were indeed subject to the jurisdiction